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Dear Commissioners:
Aftached is a copy of the presentation I gave at your last meeting concerning. Below [ summarize its
principal points, and as well provide thoughis on the consulting report on bird surveys for “The Pre-
serve” property in Old Saybrook.
Board of
The principal findings of the Forest Bird Survey of Southern New England that relate to “The Preserve”
Trustees tract are the following:
s The region’s forest bird community is a highly heterogencous one, composed of species that
Maty Bliza Kimball, occupy a variety of distinct habitat types.
) e  Species’ habitat choices resalt in their being non-uniformly distributed. Only certain geo-
President graphic regions may support the bulk of our regional population.
J. Kemler Appell . SucE} habitat choices and geographic distributions are not necessarily consistent from summer
; to winter.
Tohn J. Carta, Jr. e The reg?o_n’s forest habitats are similarly heterogeneous, and show geographic trends in forest
composition and structure.
Gregory M. Castanza ¢ This variety in species and habitats results in no one forest tract providing adequate habitat for
all the region’s bird species. Instead, each tract contains particular features that make it attrac-
Judith Radasch five to a particular subset of the region’s bird community.
‘ *  Preservation of regional forest bird resources is, therefore, best accomplished through protec-
June A. Schoppe tion of extensive tracts, as such tracts are most likely to provide a range of microhabitats re-

quired by a variety of bird species. Moreover, preservation of large tracts in geographically
separate regions is key to protection of the region’s forest bird communities, as there are signifi-
cant regional differences in prevailing forest habitats and associated bird assemblages.

¢ Coastal forests are distinct among the region’s forests in terms of structure, composition, and

Katharine Sheldon

Ronald J. Tillen

Donald E, Williams local climate.
+  Associated with coastal forest distinctions is a significant suile of species with populations that
FHEEE predominate in coastal forests.
o * Coasial forests house major population reservoirs for wintering species, and contain the greatest
Robert J. Craig, Director winfer diversity of forest species. In many instances resident species undergo substantial in-
creases in populations from winter to summer, and the majority of these individuals winter in
coastal forests.

»  Preservation of coastal forest and particularly extensive examples of such forest is, therefore, a
key component of preserving not only coastal wildlife resources, but regional wildlife re-
SOUFCES.
For the above reasons, 1 recommend strongly that the Commission consider carefully its options in terms
of acquiring and protecting the entire parcel. Few fracts of this size remain in the coastal region.

I contrast to these findings, the Consultant’s Report on “The Preserve” characterizes the tract as
not containing important populations or species (“species of ¢oncern™), and low populations of forest
species. A principal difftonity with such conclusions is that they do not consider the wildlife of this tract
within the larger context of regional systems. Specific points follow:

s Describing populations of particular species as low tells us little, as habitat data are not



Si

considered concurrently. Low populations arc to be expected for those species with habitat require-
ments not met at this particular tract. As noted above, the landscape is a heterogeneous one, and at
any one tract populations of certain species will be favored, whereas others will not be.

Without comparative data from other sites the meaning of “low” populations is unclear, particularly
as densities have not actually been caleulated in the report. Such statements also cannot be evaluated
without reference to regional population levels, as regional levels fluciuate annually for reasons that
ay or may not relate to conditions on the breeding grounds. Low populations is a relative term that
must be considered in fight of such regional patterns.

As the consultant report considers populations over a brief period in summer, it does not characterize
seasonal dynamics of populations and characteristic features of migratory and wintering species as-
semblages. Concluding from this report that development of this tract is ulikely to have substantial
regtonal impact on populations is, thus, without foundation, particularly in light of our data indicat-
ing major population expansions in coastal forests during winter.

Within our region, the prevailing natural systems are forests. The great bulk of our terrestrial biodi-
versity resides within these systems, and such systems are also responsible for a multitude of eco-
logical processes (e.g. mineral and nutrient eycling, energy flow). With the present dearth of protec-
tion for the majority of forest systems, presuming that populations residing within them are secure
and, therefore, less important, is naive. It ignores the well-documented impact of forest fragmenta-
tion on system viability, even though such fragmentation has been demonstrated to be oceurring rap-
idly throughout southern New England. It is only through protection of series of extensive, contigu-
ous forest tracts that we may ensure the long-term viability of these environments. Such extensive
tracts, in addition to providing a variety of physical environments, also improve the probability of
better representing a range of disturbance states essential for the continued persistence of succes-
sional-associated species, and of protecting populations large enough to have long-term viability.
Minimizing the conservation importance of species inhabiting forest tracts such as this one also ex-
poses a fundamental flaw in local conservation logic. The great majorily of locally “listed” bird spe-
cies are those that are rare by virtue of being peripherally-occurring in our region, and occurring in
habitats with little local viability (e.g. prairies) without active human manipulation. For such spe-
cies, conservation actions within our region are unlikely to yield substantive conservation achieve-
ments (see R. Craig, 2002, Endangered species, provincialism, and a continental approach to bird
conservation, Bird Cons. Res, Contr. 7; available at www.birdconservation.org for download). n-
stead, local conservation cfforts are most likely to yield demonstrable benefit by focusing on our pre-
vailing regional ecosystem, forest, and its constituent species.

L hope you will find these thoughts useful as you develop a plan for your natural resources. I am available to
you for additional consultation should you require it. As BCR is a non-profit research foundation with a mission
of providing assistance to towns on open space issues, there is no fee for such consvltation.

rely,

It (O

Robert J. Crajg, Ph.D.
Executive Director
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